At mass gatherings such as the Hadj, one of the greatest Islamic rituals, pilgrims are exposed to various infectious agents. 1 The pilgrims bring home not only souvenirs but also various infectious agents, as is evident from an increase in the incidence of infectious diseasesdmainly flu-like syndromesdin returning pilgrims every year. MERS-CoV has a high mortality rate of almost 50%, and thus the possibility of a pandemic is worrying. Soon after pilgrims return home, they hold ceremonies and invite relatives and friends to celebrate their return from Hadj, which provide further opportunities for the spread of the virus.
There are many reasons to convince us that MERS-CoV represents a high risk: a deadly virus that can be transmitted from person to person, a mass gathering of millions of people from different parts of the world at the epicenter of the infection, an incubation period that provides enough time for pilgrims to return home and disseminate the virus, ceremonies that place relatives and friends in close contact with infected individuals when they return, and signs and symptoms that can easily be mistaken for common postpilgrimage flu-like syndromes.
